
While not the strongest XI ever seen, a team of Test players called Brian could plausibly bat in the order 
24a, 27, 19, 13, 23, 18, 3 (c), 15, 22 (k), 5a, 1d. They are defined by their country and the decade in which 

they were most fruitful.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15 16 17
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20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27

28 29

Across

1 A small amount stay 
quiet about 50-over 
century (7)

5 50s Englishman seen 
in Test at Hamilton (7)

9 Clergyman almost on 
right-hand page (5)

10 Those who stay up 
late see light snow 
swirling (5,4)

11 Border perhaps 
monopolises small 
animals (9)

12 Stand to relax before 
final crawl (5)

13 90s West Indian 
backing inland sea (4)

15 Male able to hold 
grinder for 90s South 
African (8)

18 70s New Zealander 
in possession can empty 
grandstands (8)

19 70s Englishman 
ascended (4)

22 60s Australian's 
comeback mostly 
discounted (5)

24 70s Englishman 
shows courage, though 
lacking power, then 
hurts badly (9)

26 Respects Pluto, so 
active around Oklahoma 
(5,2,2)

27 60s Englishman with 
a black, troubled soul 
(5)

28 Shoots around after 
head of cricket in New 

Zealand and 17 at the 
next World Cup (2-5)

29 Loses first match to 
setter and commits 
murder (7)

Down

1 2000s Zimbabwean 
law-maker? (6)

2 Maraud with difficulty 
after fish rise in TV 
genre mixing fact and 
fiction (9)

3 60s Englishman about 
to suffer defeat (5)

4 Mother, endlessly 
unceremonial, taking 
note for method of 
comparing teams (3-3-3)

5 Wise men droop, 
energy going south (5)

6 Essence of agaric 
strangely altered 
picture-seller (3,6)

7 Director of "The 
Birds"? (5)

8 Military leader has to 
deploy about 150 for 
strength (6)

14 Stars spilled tea 
receiving second 
chances (9)

16 Man of the Match 

keeps assorted curios in 
playing area? (5-4)

17 Country angrily rails 
at USA (9)

20 In hospital, I copy 
sloping letters (6)

21 Awkwardly sits 
around as nothing 
happens (6)

23 60s Australian with 
footwear on his head (5)

24 Runs easily, as 
bouncy poodles do not 
(5)

25 Nothing in cookers 
for tramps (5)


