
20 years ago today        by Hemical

20 years ago, the top ten Test bowlers included three West Indians, three Australians, two 
Pakistanis, and one each from India and England.
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Across

1 Cautious about quality 
assurance, no 
international body is in 
the top ten (5,6)

7 Chinese leader to open 
barbecue centre (3)

9 Green and shady 18 
bothered at day's end (5)

10 Approaches being 
not in favour of taking 
sides (9)

11 Top ten disaster, it's 
feared (2,7)

12 Pair have nothing 
owing (3,2)

13 Find skittle in going 
back and forth around 
regressive US jail (7)

15 Extraordinarily dire 
top tenner (4)

18 Insect heard to run 
away (4)

20 Plaiting goes badly 
without new hairstyle 
(7)

23 In the top ten, one 
gets comeback spot (5)

24 One unwelcome in 
china shop snatches 
heavy lashes (9)

26 Cat left a short 
distance back, rat 
finished in the top ten 
(9)

27 Mineral deposits 
found in San Pablo de 
Seguríes (5)

28 What to make when 
the sun is shining is 
oddly heavy (3)

29 Tidies up shelter, 
having had stubble 
removed (5-6)

Down

1 Thoroughly roasted? 
Congratulations! (4,4)

2 Knocking them back, 
one of five blocked by a 
very loud force (8)

3 Poem by Frost 
broadcast (5)

4 Action about 
confusing old Provençal 
language (7)

5 No hesitation about 
rising star being drug-
free (7)

6 Very, very sick after 
small drink, but 
stabilising (9)

7 Embrace man, second 
in the top ten (6)

8 Senior cleric in the top 
ten (6)

14 Lyric poem about 
sort of compound (9)

16 Top tenner's 
strangely vapid "Like I 
would leave?" (5,3)

17 Shut before vice 
approaches (6,2)

19 Top tenner got up 
after the morning started 
brightly (7)

20 People on the fringes 
regularly floor a 
heavyweight bunch of 
bikers (7)

21 Fighting over 
mountain, which ends 
friendliness (6)

22 Papers get into the 
action towards the end 
of the week (6)

25 Act up, then be quiet 
for top tenner (5)


