
Top bats
Set by Hemical

1A, 1D, 5,8, 13, 15, 19, 20, 21 and 27 are the successive (and only) names in a list, and are defined 
solely by their position in that list
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9 10

11 12
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22 23 24

25 26

27 28

Across

1 In Birmingham, 
Monday is sixth (7)

5 Knocking spirit back, 
Homer's frequent cry 
round about second (7)

9 Until death conceals 
mark of Spain, perhaps 
(5)

10 Cody sulky about 
swingers' delight (6,3)

11 Showing distressed 
Dhoni's missing hot 
game (2,7)

12 Throw at Clarke's 
back to show class (5)

13 All a dream, even for 
ninth and eleventh (4)

14 Upper classes 
curiously toying with 
Belgian (but throwing 
an egg away) (8)

17 Around the end of 
June, Ramps fails to get 
almost any: hard cheese! 
(8)

19 Endured the 
beginning and end of a 
Boycott-Tavare 
partnership (4)

22 Drug ring? Umpire 
not about to get 
confused (5)

24 Tore paper into 
shreds to get ready (7,2)

25 One up, I hum weird 
instrument (9)

26 Worker follows 
setter as intended (5)

27 Fake conjunction 
inside fourth (7)

28 One who doesn't get 
high despite frazzled 
neurons (3-4)

Down

1 Seventh descendant of 
Attila suppressing 
outrageous uprising (6)

2 Theatrical piece made 
moral transgression (9)

3 What Cook does to 
peas without an 
afterthought far from 
land (4,3)

4 Little birds get 

soakings around one end 
of pool (9)

5 Unpredictable former 
coach of Sri Lanka (5)

6 Flustered cardinal 
loses number of 
revolutionary (7)

7 Band with nothing the 
same (5)

8 Tenth grass hideout 
(6)

15 Flag carrier first (9)

16 500 years the strange 
minimum duration of a 
first-class match (5,4)

18 Huge insect covers a 
very short distance (7)

19 Fifth evildoer 
kidnaps king (7)

20 Eighth weeps 
without hesitation (6)

21 Third to bring up 
another's child (6)

23 Charge around very 
quietly to win at judo 
(5)

24 Solid figure of a 
knight gets up in the 
afternoon (5)


